
If anyone were to ask me if I was only allowed to have one scripture from the Bible what would it be? I would not hesitate in quoting Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you”. And v34 goes on to say “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow; for tomorrow shall be anxious for its own things. Sufficient to the day is the evil of it”. I was watching a Christian program the other day and an educated gentleman was quoting statistics that in the USA 1,700 ministers burn out every month! I was shocked to say the least, and I have heard Australia is not far behind in ratio. I burnt out myself last year and when I think about this scripture, it was my downfall, or should I say I failed to apply it in my life.


I knew God wanted me to do other things than what I was doing and to take a rest but I didn’t, I wanted to continue on building a different kingdom, not what God had told me to do, therefore I opened myself up for a fall. I look around at some Christians today and all I ever hear is I am going to be a millionaire, Ride the best Harley, Drive the best Mercedes and live in the biggest house. They sit back and do nothing expecting God to just drop it in their lap, they will be disappointed! Yes God does want to bless us, but we need to seek his kingdom, first and not our own. What might be the best for you and the best for me is 2 totally different things, for instance I ride a Yamaha XJ 900 and drive a 1988 Mitsubishi Magna which both have excellent fuel economy and as far as I am concerned they are the best that I want at this point in life. I need to get on with what God has called me to do!


When we go chasing after “things”, we tend to forget our calling and everyone has a calling in their life, starting with Jesus saying whoever recieves one of these little ones  in my name recieives me (Luke 9:48). I have been reading a book and the author made me think by making a statement about the mark of the beast.


He said what if the mark was not a physical mark but an attitude? Could it be that the mark of the beats could be, that all you ever think about is money, and all you ever do is put out your hand to buy and sell using credit cards and getting into more and more dedbt... It made me think! The mark on the forehead or the right hand. He was not stating a fact, but he was talking about how some Christians just go to church on a Sunday and during the week go about their own business as if there was no God. Think about it; Why did Jesus say seek ye first the kingdom of God? Proverbs 23:7 tells us “for as a man thinks in his heart, so is he; Eat and drink, he says to you, but his heart is not with you.


Where is your heart today? with eating and drinking and gathering of prosperity, don’t get me wrong God wants to prosper us but lets take a reality check. Deuteronomy 8:18 says that God will bless us so as to establish his covenant in this earth - his not ours, his promises! I have a saying from this scripture which says “I am blessed to be a blessing”, that is why God prospers us, to bless others, if you are wondering why there is so much prosperity teaching today and no fruit of the teaching there is the answer, are Christians blessing others?


At this moment in my life I am prospering, but 12 mths ago I wasn’t, because I got away from seeking his kingdom and his kingdom is to do good unto others, bless others financially or with things, I have been helping some people recently that different churches have shunned in different ways, and their reply was that we (me and my wife Sharon) are a true blessing.


I’m not blowing my own horn here but hey, lets get real, WWJD (what would Jesus do)? He helped people physically, met their needs first and then fed them spiritually, like the guy who’s bike caught fire on the highway on the last ride, we stopped and helped him and shared a little with him, he had a dirty attitude towards churches and Christian Bikers, but once I was through helping him and going out of my way for him, his attitude changed, he actually invited me to his house up in Hervey Bay. His attitude changed, and hopefully the little word that was planted will be watered by others and bring forth fruit. Be practical and God will bless you practically, be spiritual and God will bless you spitiually, personally I want both!


When we learn to seek first the kingdom of god FIRST, then all the things the gentiles chase after will be added unto us (gentiles are the unsaved). when I got right with God last year, all of a sudden we were being blessed to show me that what I had done was what God wanted me to do, a new Bike, kitchen suite, lounge suite, a better car that was heaps more economical, and so on, and the peace of God that passes all understanding has returned as well. Why am I writing this, because hey, God is now dealing with me in this exact same area again, I got things in my life that I need to change, 2Co 3:18 says But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.


I am not there yet and niether are you, we all need to take one day at a time and seek first his kingdom, you may ask how do I do this? easy, you get up in the morning and the first words out of our mouth should be “this is your day lord let me experience you today and walk with you”, if you see a need in someones life and you can meet it - do it! Too many people go to the Pastor telling him the needs of people, if God shows you something, maybe it is because he wants you to do something about it don’t you think? revival will not happen until we start becoming “people persons”. Looking out for each other and our neighbour.


Jesus loves you and me yes but he also loves the person beside you at work, or in the shopping centre, I believe the church today has lost its sense of touch, we need to touch more people instead of putting our hand out, when we focus on someone elses problems, ours will seem to dissappear, there is always someone worse off than you! Reach out to them and stay upright - Roscoe.
